
Good Morning Tam Community, 

Over these past several days we have all been impacted by the devastating fires from our neighbors to 

the north in some way.  For some it is the poor air quality that drifts south into our county, for others it 

is knowing someone who has been evacuated or lost a home in this tragedy. 

Throughout this process, our teachers, counselors, classified staff, and administrators have come to 

work and provided the highest quality education to each of our nearly 5,000 students without missing a 

beat.  Having visited a number of classrooms since Monday I know that our students remain engaged, 

and our teachers are instructing regardless of how much is weighing on their minds.  For this, I am 

extremely proud to be the Superintendent of the Tam District. 

Since the fires broke on Sunday night, I have been a part of many calls with the county office and first 

responders about the status and progress of the conflagrations.  As a county, we have cancelled all 

sports practices and games since Monday.  The district superintendents have been working continuously 

with the Marin County Health Department to closely monitor air quality and make decisions regarding 

ongoing activities.  When considering whether to have our students stay indoors at home or indoors at 

school, I will often choose the latter.  The quality of education we provide cannot be taken for granted 

and is not easily made up.  For our students the diurnal activities are also important for social and 

emotional well-being.  To date, all the districts in our county remain open and in session for learning. 

As a partner with our neighboring counties in all of this, we have also offered our high schools as 

potential evacuation sites.  In fact, Tamalpais High School was initially activated as an additional 

evacuation site yesterday evening.  Later in the night, we were given the orders to “stand down” as one 

of the large evacuation zones in the fires did not materialize.  We do, however, remain ready to activate 

the site on short notice should the fire conditions worsen. 

I ask for everyone’s patience as we cope with this over the coming days, weeks, and months.  Having 

been affected by the Oakland Hills firestorm in 1991 and working in San Diego during the time of the 

Witch fire in 2007, I understand how difficult these times can be.  Our students have been fantastic in 

wanting to help in so many ways those affected by these fires.  Please know that we will closely monitor 

the impact of the fires on all our students and staff and make decisions that keep health and safety at 

the forefront.  

With our thoughts for our neighbors and friends north of us, 

David Yoshihara, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 


